
A RECENT SAGA- By 2009 CONAFA has moved its “Seeds of Hope”—Self-Reliance effort to Bolomba, a rural 

village in Equateur Province, which is the home province of Disciples of Christ.  Now in its 3rd year at Bolomba, Equateur, 

CONAFA has Partners with clout!  The Fuller Center for Housing is helping to build housing for farmers in Bolomba, 
and 4C‟s, a Canadian based and agriculturally focused mission effort.  
4’C is providing farmers with tools for planting and getting farm prod-
ucts to market. The Hon.    Pierre Maloka, member of the DRC parlia-
ment , coordinate s    Conafa’s efforts in the field.  When not serving in  
Parliament in Kinshasa, Pierre is hard at work in Bolomba! 

“Oyeh!” 

BolombaBolomba  
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Financial Summary   
1.    2002—2009  Giving.…....$21,376.93 

     A.“Seeds of Hope” Loan ...($11,800.00) 
     B. Operating expense …….($     948.87) 

  2.  2010 Giving …….…………..…....$  2,543.85  
  3.  2011 Giving(1/11 to 7/11)...$  1,505.00 

               Expenditures                            
     4.  Solar power system ……..($     600.00) 
  5.  Radio Station………………….($  4,500.00) 
  6.  Bwati School Const.*……..($  1,000.00) 
  7.  Saw Mill**………………………..($  3,000.00) 
  8. Jean-Pierre Alemboa 
       medical expences**...…....($ 2,000.00) 
      Total disbursements……...($20,523.33) 
                 
     July 2011  Balance…...................7,976.91  
*designated gifts **anonymous gifts not 
given through CONAFA treasurer. 

Financial Accomplishments 
            Finances: CONAFA is supported by a 
few congregations and individuals who 
are regular and faithful contributors!  
Thank you so much for your dedication! 
            In 2004 CONAFA sent its first 
disbursement for its “Seeds of Hope”.  
Currently, this business loan program 
in Kinshasa is serviced by a German 
bank with the economic resources to 
manage a “micro credit” plan.  

Partners Conafa, Fuller Center for 
Housing, Canada’s 4 C’s and Congo-
lese are meeting the challenges of 
for a New Life through Self 
Reliance.                                   
“Oyeh!” “Oyeh!” “Oyeh!”   

KinshasaKinshasa  

MbandakaMbandaka  

In the United States 

 Another chapter in the story 

of Conafa —Just a few friends go-

ing the distance on the streets of 
Farmville, North Carolina  during the 
Fuller Bike Adventure of 2010 on the 
North Carolina segment of the ride 
from Niagra Falls to New Orleans—a 
distance of 3500 miles!  Wow!   What 
a way to enjoy a mission project!  Just 
a  fantastic international partnership!   
Riders raise money for poverty world-
wide housing.    Thanks to Fuller Center 
for Poverty Housing for the opportuni-
ty to participate!   

      Yet, there is the ongoing chapter 
in the story of Conafa yet to be writ-
ten.  It is one that requires a renewal 
of “US” resources—human and finan-
cial . We are looking for people in the 
USA to be part of the necessary team 
to research ways and means to help 
our friends in the Congo become self-
sufficient.  It is time for Americans 
to go to the Congo on a mission trip.  
(cont’d on page 
4  ”North  
American 
Challenges”)  
 

“Oyeh!” 

Raising the Radio Antenna 

 So all can hear 
Radio Bolomba 

  “Oyeh ! ” 
 

“Oyeh!” 
What is the meaning behind this 

word —— “Oyeh!” ?   
 

   In a way it is the Congolese ex-
pression for “Amen”,  Yet, whenever 

a person hears or says the word  
“Oyeh!” it is said enthusiastically in 
response to a personal testimony. It 
is an affirmation repeated over and 

over with voices chanting, bodies 
dancing— filled with shouts of ex-

citement and joy!   
      It is a word of accomplishment 
and challenge.  It is the voice of 

every person, who understands they 
are loved by God  and they are do-
ing great things together!!   And 

everyone said,  

“Oyeh!”  “Oyeh!”  “Oyeh!” 

 



To Everybody…Grace & Peace!   It my pleasure to share with you the joyful experience of a one-day, 42-mile bike ride 
from Princeville, N.C. to Kinston, N.C. Well, it just can't be done in two short paragraphs!   It was just one of those life-
time experiences a person dreams about!   If my vintage bike could speak, the response would be, “For the ride, the best 
that can be said is “Oyee!" Smart bike! The best I can say for everyone is that famous line, “Try it! You will love it!”  Being 
with the bike team was a joy in & of itself. A great bunch of young people (& I include everyone) to spend riding, talking & 

sharing the bike ride as part of each person's faith 
journey.  
       As the Fuller Center Bike Adventure team, we 
experienced the hospitality of Princeville’s St. 
Luke’s Church of Christ Disciples of Christ.  There 
we were hosted with a fantastic supper.  Later, the 

congregation invited the Fuller Bike Adventure team to join them in 
an evening Bible Study.  Everyone enjoyed listening to their faith 
experiences & reflections.  Also, the Fuller Center team shared its 
2010 Fuller Bike Adventure story that begun at Niagara Falls & 
would be completed in New Orleans.  Bright & early the next morn-
ing we had southern breakfast & send off by the members & staff 
of St. Luke’s Church of Christ Disciples of Christ.  “Oyee!” 
       Next stop was in Farmville.  The First Christian Church hosted 
a rest stop and an interview with WNCT Television station, showing 
the Fuller Center Bike Adventure on the Greenville NC evening news!   
      Once again Fuller Bike Adventure team was off, riding to the 

next 
destination Kinston, NC, stopping first at a Church sponsored 
Community Camping Complex, where the team would freshen 
up & spend the night.  
  In Kinston the local Lenoir Fuller Center for Housing Cove-
nant Partner held its inaugural ground breaking for two 
homes to be renovated on behalf of & in cooperation with 
two gracious Latino families. “Oyeh!”  Following these festiv-
ities the Gordon Street Christian Church with Rev Mark 
Benson family & several members were the hosts, providing 
another good meal!  “Oyee!”   How great it is to work togeth-
er as a total team across the whole country & world, sharing 
the experience of being Christ’s friends in mission.  I remain 
in awe of the whole experience!   For the day one bike rider 
raised a $1000 toward a home to be built in the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo. “Oyeh!”—Praise the Lord!” 

THE 2011 BIKE ADVENTURE CONTINUES ...  

First Christian Church, Farmville, NC with Rev. John Ledford, Beth 

Norville, Bert Smith and Fuller Center Bike Adventure Riders 

St. Luke Church of Christ, DOC, Princeville, NC with The Rev. 
James Brown & Staff with Fuller Center Bike Riders 

NOTE:       This page reflects the partnership of CONAFA 

with the FULLER CENTER FOR POVERTY HOUSING.  Millard & 
Linda Fuller experience began in the Congo in the 1970’s as a 
CCDOC mission project, which the Fullers later found-
ed  as “Habitat”.  There the friendship of the Fullers 
and the Malokas began.  
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      It left Seattle Washington on June 12th & will finish in Washington, DC on August 14th.— a distance of 3500 miles in 
63 days! “This is the 4th annual ride of the Fuller Center Bike Adventure.  Already 50 cyclists are signed up to ride either 
part way or the whole distance—the most riders in the history of the event!”, says Faith Fuller, herself one of the riders.  
She is riding to honor her father, Millard, who died  in 2009.  “It is an adventure of service and prayer,of building rela-
tionships and raising money, and of building a better world!” “Every Penny Counts!”  The goal is only 14.6 million pennies, 
where every penny counts!  Everyone can make their financial contribution!  Just type in this link: www.fullercenter.org/
bikeadventure or send your contribution to Fuller Center for Housing, P.O. Box 523, Americus, Ga. 31709.  You can even 
designate your gift to the Congo!  Oyeh! 

 



“On the Air” in Congo!  The year 

2010 was another big year for accomplishments 
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 
 First,the Bolombo Radio Station was dedicated and has begun broadcasting.  
Everyone was excited as they met all the challenges of establishing a radio 
station in Bolomba, in the heart of Equateur Province.  It required all those 
pictured here to build, and operate the radio station from the ground up! 
The Radio reaches out to over 200 miles in all directions to those who are 
seeking ways and means to meet their basic needs of housing, marketing 

their products, and receiving the good news about the faith and 
the future of their country.  
Hope once again recognizes 
that prayers are being 
anwswered every day!           

“Oyeh!” 

The Accomplishments & Challenges in 
Equateur Province of the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo include the dedication 
of the Bolomba Radio Station, the 
graduation of 10 from the school 
on housing construction, and the 
equipping of farmers with tools 
& seeds & the installation of a 
solar power 
system. 
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 Pierre Maloka acknowledges & 
congratulates  all the efforts 
to make the  Radio Station a 
reality! 

Hon. Pierre Maloka, Member of DRC parlia-
ment from his home Province of Equator and 
Home of DOC in the Congo speaks about the 
vision of self reliance for all Congolese. 

Radio Bolomba  
Station Manager 

In the Congo —  Current Challenges  
              Congo  Conafa is on the Move!                                   

                                                        
          At present the housing effort is in the pro-

cess of needing lumber for window frames, 
and roof rafters.  After much searching Con-
golese entrepreneurs are putting together a 
saw mill by recycling machine parts found in 
the Congo.  Such an effort will take time and 
creativity and will be located in the Bolomba, 
because transportation is at a premium.    

    Just recently we have purchased a portable 
solar system for electricity that can be used 
to operate the radio station and serve to pow-
er CONAFA’s river transportation used to 
transport farm produce to urban centers of 
Mbandaka and Kinshasa.  Once the saw mill is 
in operation a means of powering it will be re-
quired.  
             Conafa, through Radio Bolomba, is in the 
process of recruiting the next class for build-
ing houses at the “CFC” Training Center.  Ini-

tially the Conafa-Fuller Center—4C‟s goal is to 
have a home construction team in each of the 
7 Provinces as soon as the prototype model in 
Bolomba completes its initial design.     Finally, 

Conafa is looking for an affordable simple way 
to provide each house with an indigenous sys-
tem for lighting, drinking water and sanita-

tion.                                                                                                                                         
            Oyeh!” 

 

These three Congolese men 
built all the radio equipment 
necessary for broadcasting 
to the interior of the Congo. 

A large crowd came to celebrate this unique achievement.   
Pierre Maloka is the third person from the left in the front row. 

         In Deep Appreciation  

                                   by Fran Maloka 

     CONAFA-Congo would like to express its deep apprecia-
tion to CONAFA-North America for the monetary contri-
butions made and the continued interest in and concern for 
the people of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).   
     Our sister organization in the Congo is made up of men 
and women like you and me: employed /unemployed/self-
employed, well educated/less educated, pastors, teachers, 
doctors, nurses, attorneys, politicians, business men and 
women, homemakers.  Our Congolese friends are struggling 
to make a living for their families, to build a nation which 
will enable their children to have a better life than they 
themselves have had. 

      I urge you to become a part of this ongoing effort to im-
prove the lives of our friends in Congo and enable them to 
become self-reliant. 

      Pierre Maloka is expected to be in the States during Ju-
ly.  If you would like to see him during this time, contact 
congolaisnc@aol.com or dsteffa@gmail.com. 

  “Oyeh!” 

Radio Bolomba News Reporter  

 



At the Present 
Congo Challenges 

The Housing Effort:  
Congolese entrepreneurs 
are rebuilding a saw mill 
by recycling machine parts 
found in the Congo.  Such 
an effort will take time, 
hard work, and creativity.  
The saw mill will be locat-
ed in  Bolomba, to reduce 
costs of transportation 
and save travel time. The 
saw mill will provide lum-
ber for window frames, 
and roof rafters, ect..  

 Solar Power:    Conafa, is 
committed to using solar 
energy for its electricity.   
Portable solar units  pow-
ering LED lights are being 
sought to operate in per-
sonal homes. 

 Housing Training Center: 
The next class for build-

ing houses begins this sum-
mer.  The goal is to have a 
home construction team in 
each of the 7 Provinces as 
soon as the prototype model 
in Bolomba completes its 
final design. 
 Housing Systems 

Conafa is looking for a 
simple way to provide each 
house with a individual sys-
tem for lighting, drinking 
water and sanitation.  Some 
designs are under consider-
ation.  “Green” technical 
advise is being sought.  
 Mission Trip Opportunity 

Fuller Center is antici-
pating a summer mission 
trip for a group of Ameri-
can students to support 
this effort. We look for-
ward to hearing the results 
of their experience. 

 
Oyeh!” 

      

   CONAFA and Partners are meeting the challenges 
of transportation, logistics, training, personnel & 
finances in new and creative ways to 
compliment recent accomplish-
ments.  
     Renewed and expanded 
efforts are  being sought to com-
pliment initial efforts in Bolomba. 
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At The Present :   North American Challenges 

  An Editorial   By Don Steffa, acting Chairman of NA-CONAFA 

    CONAFA  will be celebrating its 10th anniversary in 2012.  During these years Pierre Malo-
ka lead a small team to  promote self-reliance.   

     Now CONAFA’s DRC progress seeks to meet the 
steadily growing demands by creating a North American 

All Volunteer Organization team of those who have: 
Knowledge of the Congo; 
Interest in  participating in a mission project; 
Dedicated and self-motivated people of all ages; 
Experience with fund raising, recruitment;   
Concern for environmentally sensitive development; 
Web site design and management 
Newsletter editor 
Spiritual director 
Financially independent. 

         Volunteers will meet at least once-a-year for visioning, planning, and problem solving.  
Communication will be by phone or email.   
         Are you one of those who are positive and believe friendship between Congo and North 
America is possible?  We hope you will be challenged, eager to make your contribution in this 
long journey of compassion.   Let us hear your heart’s desire and how you could participate!  
Volunteers:   Please send your letter of interest to the email or address noted. (Fran Maloka, 
2666 Idlebrook Circle, Midway Park, NC 28544, (910-353-0496) or dbsteffa@gmail.com) 
 

 
        
         US  
      Stamp 

TO: 
FROM:   CONAFA, 2666 Idlebrook Circle 
Midway Park, NC 28544,  (910 353-0496) 
dbsteffa@gmail.com 

 

CONAFA„s   
SELF RELIANT GOALS  

continue to be: 
1. to provide an opportunity for 
Self- Reliance in the Congo,     
2.  to make small financial loans 
to Congo entrepreneurs,  
3.  to promote friendship between 
the Congo and the United States, 
and 
4.  to  make technical resources 
available for Congolese projects.  


